
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 



 Downtown Bridges, Trail & Fire Station Site Improvement Projects

MTCO   statement of design intention

DOWNTOWN ROSEVILLE: FROM INNOVATIVE VISION TO SUCCESSFUL IMPLEMENTATION

As Roseville continues to transform and grow into a vibrant cultural, economic, and historical destination, it has developed  
an envious reputation for implementing projects that directly enhance the quality of life for its residents.  

This success begins with a clear vision developed by residents and a commitment to that vision by its elected officials and staff.  As we saw 
throughout the Downtown Specific Plan efforts and the public workshop held on October 2nd, this project will provide a vital and character-
driven connection between Downtown and Royer Park. The project carries a personal attachment for many residents and neighbors that  
must be respected and considered.  

• Site Planning Concepts •
The Downtown Bridges, Trail, and Fire Station Improvement Project is about building physical, visual, and personal connections. 

When developing our design concepts, we were guided by considerations of how best to bring neighbors,  
merchants, and visitors together while integrating past projects and planned improvements.  Our Down-
town Bridges designs complement recent Downtown area improvements including the Civic Center, Town  
Square, and Royer Park. All three bridge designs enhance Royer Park (and elements of the Master Plan) by  
integrating with existing bike trails, playgrounds, and other elements of the Specific Plan. 

An important project goal is to create sufficient parking near the “critical mass” of  
Downtown and Royer Park, which is complementary on both sides of the bridges. 

The project includes roughly 2,500 feet of new Class I bike trail, which completes the final segment of the Harding 
Boulevard to Royer Park Bike Trail (outlined in the City’s Bicycle Master Plan).

• Aesthetic Design •
The Works Progress Administration (WPA; circa 1934 – 1940) program evokes a legacy of public works successes,  

having been used by the government to stimulate economic growth by putting citizens to work building bridges, roadways, and dams.  
The WPA style incorporated sculpted, bulky, forms of man and machine with large pedestals and massive arches.  

Heavy and substantial elements with concrete materials symbolized WPA’s efforts.

Looking toward the WPA style for design inspiration will distinguish Downtown Roseville from the newer surrounding areas.  With allusions to 
this style, Roseville can not only evoke an image of the downtown area’s history, but also communicate a sense of optimism.

Bridge Design concepts for both new bridges incorporate the arch to provide a sense of lightness and community; 
proposed concrete work for both bridges was inspired and coordinated to complement the Civic Center and the 
library, as well as drawing thematic images from the WPA style.  Steel Railing systems for all proposed schemes were 
designed to emulate railroad trestles, alluding to Roseville’s railroad history. 

(continued next page)

The MTCo Team’s design concepts are based upon input received during the interactive public workshop.  
Project goals established by the community include:

 •  Enhancing public spaces through high quality design concepts;

 •  Honoring Roseville’s history, tradition, and influence of the Railroad; and

 •  Providing direct pedestrian and bicycle connections between Royer Park and the Downtown.

Connection between 
Downtown and Royer Park

Potential Additional Parking Locations
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The Icehouse Bridge will continue to serve as a pedestrian and bicycle connection into Royer Park. Built 1925, the 
bridge was relocated to its current location in 1986. Prior to the bridge being set into its new location, deteriorating 
paint and wood decking will be refurbished, and the bridge may be set in new abutments with detached stone or 
masonry to tie it into the design of the other bridges. 

The new Class I bike path provides another unique design element to the Downtown Bridge. We designed the connection under the main 
bridge structure to allow adequate natural light on the trail and visibility from many vantages for improved safety. 

• Interpretive and Programming Opportunities •
Functional elements will maximize use for programming. In order to provide flexibility within the space, we incorporated:

 

•  Downtown Pedestrian Bridge Width – allows for vendors and gatherings

•  Overlooks of Dry Creek – embraces the creek ecology and habitat

•  Shade Structures – allows use during all seasons

•  Connection into Royer Park – improves access to the Children’s Art Center, Veterans Memorial Hall,  
      Plant Demonstration Garden, and picnic areas

•  Plaza with iconic elements within Royer Park – provides an active public space

•  Library Bridge Design – considers the ultimate planned amphitheater and possible vantage point for future events

•  Lighting Design – allows for active evening use of the Downtown Bridge and Plaza areas

• Constructability and Structural Narrative •
All three bridges, Class I bike trail extension, and Fire Station will be designed to current standards  

while integrating elements of the existing site conditions.

•  Floodplain Restrictions require detailed engineering to ensure there are no impacts to the 100-year flood elevations within Dry Creek. This will  
be of critical importance to the Downtown Bridge and could affect abutment locations, bridge elevations, and aesthetic elements (such as  
archways). The design approach places the abutment for the Downtown Bridge in the “shadow area” behind the existing Veterans Memorial  
Hall to minimize effects on the water surface elevation.

•  Functional Parking Designs will be reviewed to evaluate improved parking for the area that is easily accessible. Accommodation to parking  
will consider short- and long-term planning concerns. Multiple options will be explored to maximize the parking around Royer Park and the 
Veterans Memorial Hall. 

•  American with Disabilities Act requires that all bridges, ramps, and trails meet current ADA standards. 

•  Construction Phasing allows improvements to be completed as funding becomes available, or along with future components of the  
Downtown Specific Plan.

• Cost Effectiveness •
Our approach to planning of these elements is to structure the designs to allow for a “menu approach”, where specific elements can be 
implemented at different times. For example, the main downtown bridge could be constructed as a first element of a project, with ancil-
lary features (such as plaza areas on either side of Dry Creek) to be implemented later. In addition, portions of the Downtown Bridges, Fire 
Station site improvements, and the Class I bike trail extension can be separated into individual projects to allow for flexibility in project 
implementation. By approaching the entire project as a master planning effort, the projects will be designed to minimize throwaway costs 
as future projects are constructed in the area.

• Summary •
MTCo has a history of delivering similar award winning projects in Roseville and the larger Northern California region. Because our team 
members have been involved in the development of the Downtown Specific Plan, Town Square Improvements, and Oak Street Improve-
ments, we are in a unique position to look at the project area as a whole and ensure that our design concepts meet the goals and needs  
of the community, as well as the vision outlined for this area in the Specific Plan.
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